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Introduction

Perhaps no part of the scriptures are studied less than the prophetic books of the Old Testament and yet these

writings contain over one quarter of the text of the Holy Bible. Even more so, the "minor" prophets are

neglected in study perhaps because they are looked at as not as important as the more well known "major II

prophets. Nothing is further from the truth. Every prophet of God is important. Each revealed what God's
purpose was in His revelation. The volume of the writing does not affect the importance of the content of the

writing nor the message of the particular revelation. God's purpose was fulfilled in His giving to man those things
He chose to reveal. It is important for the child of God to II study to show himself approved" not only those

writings of the New Testament but the Old Testament as well. Matthew quoted the O.T. more than 67 times.

The book of Acts is filled with O.T. prophecy. Romans contains 60 O.T. quotes. Hebrews has 59 quotes. And
many more throughout the N.T. The prophets contain the most poetic language in the Bible: /I He has told you,

o man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?" (Micah 6:8)

As we study what are considered the minor prophets ( not because of the message but because of the size of

the document), we will look at the author, time of the writing as best can be determined, to whom the message

from God is addressed and what that message is. We will study the prophets in chronological order according to

the most accepted dating and not as placed in the Bible to better keep the historical perspective intact. To best

utilize our class time it will be important for each of us to read the particular book of study and be prepared to

discuss the questions in class.

Chronology as suggested by Homer Hailey:

Ninth Century B.C.-Early Assyrian Period

Obadiah 845

Joel 830

Jonah 790-750

Eight Century B.C.-Assyrian Period

Amos 755

Hosea 750-725

Isaiah 740-700

Micah 735-700

Seventh Century B.C.-Chaldean Period

Jeremiah 626-586

Zephaniah 630-625

Nahum 625-612

Habakkuk 605
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Sixth Century B.C.-The Exile

Ezekiel 593-570

Daniel 605-536

Post Exile

Haggai 520

Zechariah 520-518

Malachi 440

II Major" prophets have been included in the time line but for information only.

The writings of these prophets occurred during and after the divided kingdom and continued through the fall of

Jerusalem, exile into Babylonian captivity (597-538BC) and restoration back to Jerusalem. Most penned their

writings to the Jewish people but some God addressed to Gentile nations. Although the message of prophecy

was always for the benefit of those it addressed, the messenger very seldom was accepted and many times was
rejected by the people.(Matt.23:37)

As we study these prophetic writings, keep an open mind, express your own ideas and understanding and

always remember, God has revealed these writings for our benefit and learning. The applications made by the

scriptures are as relevant today as in the day it was written. Because these are the oracles of God, His revelation

to mankind about His nature, power, mercy, justice and love are given for man throughout every generation

that we may better know Him and understand what His will is for us.

We will study these writings with the goal of a better understanding of the when, where, why and who. Each

lesson will cover one prophet and we will simply overview the book to answer these four questions. It is my

hope that when we finish the class, we all will have a better understanding and appreciation for the writings of

these special men whom God called out for HIS purpose and HIS special revelation.
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OBADIAH

(Servant of Yahweh)

The destruction of Edom

Some date this writing as early as 845BC (Homer Hailey) and others place it after
the fall of Jerusalem in 586BC to Babylon. Since this is a book of prophecy of
future events, it may be safe to assume its older date to be more likely correct.
The intent of the message concerns God's judgement of the Edomites for their
betrayal of their brothers when they would be taken into captivity. Since the
Edomites descended from Esau and the Israelites (Judah) from Jacob, it would
seem plausible this is the case.

1. What did God promise to do to Edom? How would He do this? (1:1,2)

2. What was Edom's source of pride? (1:3,4)

3. What day is described in 1:11?

4. What should the Edomites have done in this day? (1:12-14)

5. What lesson can we learn from 1:15?

1/ Do not be -', God is not ; for what a man __ ---'

That he will also II Ga1.6:7------
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JOEL

(Jehovah is God)

God's call for repentance

The best evidence points to the writing of Joel somewhere around 830BC and
would be contemporary with Elisha's writing to Israel. Joel warns Judah without
repentance will come judgment and calamity. God is shown as the Creator and is
in complete control and can use calamity to bring His people to repentance. God
is also shown as a God of mercy and compassion who is ready to redeem and
restore those who come to repentance. A look forward shows a time when God
would pour forth His Spirit upon mankind. (2:28)

1.What great calamities does Joel speak of in chapter one?

2.ln verse 1:15, is this the same day we read about in 1Thess.5:2? Why or why
not?

3.ln 2:18-27, we see God showing mercy upon Judah. What would cause Him to
change what was to happen to Judah? (2:12-17)

4.ln 2:28-32, Joel prophesizes about a day to come. Where do we see this
fulfilled? Was his prophecy accurate?

Chapter 3 seems to have a dual audience to whom it speaks.The fortunes of Judah
would once again be restored and also the promise that God would bring
judgment against all who harmed His people. However one might understand, the
fact is, God is in control and always has been.
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JONAH

(Dove)

God's concern for the Gentiles

The book of Jonah is quite unique among the prophets because it is almost
completely a narrative. It is written somewhere around the 790-750BC time frame
and the message is, God has concern for all nations, not just the Israelites. God
teaches us He brings people to repentance through preaching. Jonah teaches us it
is far easier to obey God and do His will than to run from or avoid doing it.

1.Where is Nineveh and what empire was the city a part of?

2.Where did Jonah flee from and to what seaport did he go?

3.Does it seem God's approach to Nineveh has changed from 1:2 to 3:2? Consider
Gen.18:20

4.Nineveh was a great city, three days to walk through. How many days of
"preaching II from Jonah did it take to cause them to repent?

5.What is at the heart of Jonah's becoming angry in verse 4:1? (two words)

6.What lessons can we learn from Jonah concerning our own attitude when it
comes to doing what God has told us to do?

7. Does 4:11 teach us ignorance of God's will is an acceptable excuse?
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AMOS

( Burden Bearer)

The prophet of doom

The book of Amos addresses various issues but the primary focus is sin and

judgment. Amos condemns Jew and Gentile alike for their sin against God and
challenges people to live up to a standard pleasing before God. His writing occurs
during the reign of Uzziah in Judah and Jeroboam in Israel, circa 755BC. Amos
condemns those, who because of the time of prosperity, were confident in
themselves and secure in their own estimation and not needful of God or His
provision.(6)

1.What was Amos' occupation? Where did he live?

2.ln verses 1:3-2:16, God issues judgment against eight cities or nations. Name
them.

3.Chapters 3-6 are basically sermons delivered by Amos. Chapter 3 is present
time. Chapter 4 is past time and 5&6 are future. Choose a portion of each to
summarize the sermon. (lor 2 verses)

4.Twice in chapter 7 God relents concerning His plans for Judah. Why?

5. What was to be the result of Amaziah telling Amos to stop prophesying in
Bethel?

6.What type of famine in ch.8 was God to send upon the land?

Bonus! 9:11&12 are quoted by a N.T. character explaining why Jews were not to
bind unnecessarily upon the Gentiles. Can you find it? (hint-Acts)
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Hosea

( Savior or salvation)

The prophet of a broken heart

The book of Hosea, written to Israel around 750-725BC, addresses God's love for
His unfaithful people and, because of His loving kindness, He would not easily
divorce them. Many believe Hosea's first marriage to be literal and to be a rebuke
against Israel and his second to be symbolic of the eventual demise of Israel as an
independent kingdom after its exile into Assyria in 734-705BC. Israel would be no
more. Hosea's writing depict Yahweh as Israel's only God and Israel as His elect
people, God as the faithful husband and Israel as the unfaithful wife. The end of
the divided kingdom (700BC) would be the final outcome.

1.What command did God give Hosea? Why would He require such from one of
His prophets?

2.What would be the final outcome of Israel because of Jezreel's death?

3.What period of time is spoken of in 3:4?

4.Why was Israel destroyed? (4:6)

5.What pleases God more, loyalty of sacrifice? Knowledge or burnt offerings?

6.lf one verse from ch.8 defines Israel's problem, what is it?

7.What is the outcome of those who do not listen to God? (9:17)

8.11:1 is Messianic prophecy. Where is it in the N.T.?

9.Was it possible for Israel to avoid Hosea's prophecy? How? (ch.14)

10.What characteristics of God can we learn from Hosea?
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MICAH

( Who is like Yahweh?)

Judgment, Restoration and Repentance

The book of Micah, written between 735-700BC, is contemporary with the
prophet Isaiah and addresses both Judah and Israel. His writing encompasses the
time of the fall of Israel (the northern kingdom) to Assyria (721BC) and attributes
God's people's injustice to one another as the cause. Micah speaks of other
"prophets" who lead His people astray (3:5) teaching since God is "with them" He
would not permit them to suffer calamity. Although the people still worshipped
God at this time, they had combined idol worship into the service and Micah's
warning against this is seen in 5:10-15. As is the nature of God, His mercy is
shown to those who are repentant and turn away from sin. (7:18-20)

l.Why was judgment coming upon Judah and Israel? 1:2-5

2.Who is described in 2:1&2?

3.What is said of the rulers of the house of Israel in ch.3:1?

4.What does God say concerning false prophets in 3:5&6?

5.What profound statement is made in ch4 that is as true today as when written?
Hint Joshua 24:25

6.Where is Bethlehem Ephrathath(5:2)? Whatwas to happen there? When?

7.What is it that God requires of a person?6:8&9 Explain each part of your

answer.

8.What promise is made in 7:7-20? Explain your answer.
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ZEPHANIAH

( Jehovah Hides)

Judgment and Salvation in the Day of the lord

Zephaniah was written during the reign of Josiah, king of Judah (640-609BC) and
was probably penned between 630-621BC before the fall of Nineveh (612BC)
chapter 2:13. Zephaniah looked toward a future punishment of the whole world
including Jerusalem. God tells men nothing within their power will deliver them
from this judgment (1:17-18). Chapter 2 contains threats of condemnation against
the Philistines, Moabites and Ammonites and a call for them to become
repentant. Chapter 3:1-7 deals with Jerusalem and the sin of the leaders in
dealing with the people and the remaining verses tell of a time when people will
have become repentant and righteous before the lord.

1.What time is spoken of in 1:2,3?

2.What sins had Judah committed that would bring God's judgment upon
them?1:4-6

3.ln v.l:12, why were certain men to be punished? Compare to Rev.3:15,16.

4.Thought question. God had used Assyria to punish Israel and Judah (captivity).
Who would He use to fulfill His condemnation of Assyria in 2:137

5.What are the sins of the leaders of the people as mentioned in 3:1-7?

6.What verses in ch.3 are messianic?

7.How will the lord treat His people "in that day"? 3:16-20
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NAHUM

( Comfort, Encourage)

The Destruction of Nineveh

Nahum penned his prophecy most likely between the years 625-612BC and spoke

of the fall and destruction of Nineveh. Assyria had controlled Israel and Judah
since about 730BC but over the last century, the Assyrian empire had been in
decline and their power and influence likewise had declined. In chapter 1, Nahum
praises God for all He is and stresses His power is beyond compare and His
judgment will be carried out. Chapter 2 foretells the great fa" of Nineveh and
chapter 3 shows Nineveh's complete and utter destruction. To this day, the
greatest of the ancient Assyrian empire's capitals is but 2 mounds of earth. The
final biblical reference to Nineveh is from Nahum who prophesied of its
overthrow which occurred in 612BC at the hands of the Medes and Chaldeans. By
500BC the prophet's words (3:7) were echoed by the Greek historian Herodotus
who spoke of the Tigris River as lithe river on which the town of Nineveh formerly
stood."

1.How does Nahum describe God in 1:2-8?

2.What does God promise in 1:147

3.Verse 1:14 is very similar to Isaiah 52:7. Where in the N.T. is this quoted?

4.What seems to be the motivation behind the destruction of Nineveh? 2:2

5.Thought. V2:6 speaks of Nineveh's destruction by flood. V7 says it is fixed. Does
this mean there was no chance Nineveh could be saved?

6.How is the shaming of Nineveh described in 3:5-77

7.What city is Nineveh compared to in 3:8? Where is it?

8. How will other nations react to the news of Nineveh's destruction?
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HABAKKUK
( Embrace)

A Holy God Chastising His Children

Habakkuk was a contemporary of the prophet Jeremiah and wrote sometime
around 605BC. Times had been good for Judah under the reign of Josiah. The
Assyrians had been overcome by the Chaldeans ( Babylonians led by
Nebuchadnezzar) but in 609BC, King Josiah was killed by the Egyptians (allies of
Assyrians) and his son Jehoiakim was made king. Over the next 10 years Jehoiakim
played the Babylonians against the Egyptians until Nebuchadnezzar had enough
and sieged Jerusalem in 598BC. He died and his son Jehoiachin became
Nebuchadnezzar's prisoner when Jerusalem fell in 597BC and may were taken
into Babylonian captivity. It is under these circumstances Habakkuk writes. The
book may be seen as; The prophet perplexed: why does God permit injustice. The
prophet perceives: the righteous shall live by faith. God ridicules His materialistic

enemy and the prophet's praise and prayer toward God.

1.What problem did Habakkuk bring before the Lord? 1:2-4

2.What did God reply to Habakkuk? 1:4-11

3.What is the second problem Habakkuk raises before God? 1:12-2:1

4.What did God reply to Habakkuk?2:2-20

S.What N.T. book is 2:4 the theme of?

6.What does Habakkuk pray for in 3:1,2?

7.What does Habakkuk remember in 3:3-15?

8.What is Habakkuk final realization? 3:18,19
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HAGGAI

( Festival)

Build the Temple!

Haggai wrote in the year 520BC following the return from exile from Babylonian
captivity. Cyrus, the Persian ruler who had conquered Babylon in 539BC, had a
policy of returning to their homeland those whom Babylon had taken into
captivity (Isaiah 45). In 538BC, Cyrus issued a decree which allowed the Jews to
return home and build their temple. Work began in 536BC but when they met
opposition from the Samaritans in 534BC, the work stopped for 16 years. It was
during this time God raised up Haggai and Zechariah to compel the people to
work. (Ezra 5:1,2; 6:14-16)From the reading of Haggai, we see the sin of
procrastination and God's attitude toward it and yet we see the reward of God
toward those who are diligent in His service.

l.What did the people say about building the temple?1:2

2.What had the people been doing while the temple was in ruins? 1:4

3.What were the consequences of their inactivity? 1:6

4.Who was Zerubbabel? Who was his father?1:12 What is special about

them?Matt.1:12,13

5.How did this temple compare with the first one?2:3

6. What did God say He would do in 2:6-8? What would be the outcome?

7.Thought. We may think procrastination isn't really that serious. From verses 2:
10-14, how serious does God consider it? Can it be "contagious"?

8.What is the meaning of 2:21-23?
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ZECHARIAH

(Yahweh Remembers)

The Glory of the Messiah

The book of Zechariah is a sequel to Haggai. The historical setting for chapters 1-8
are the same as that of Haggai and is 520-518BC The temple rebuilding had been
completed in 516BC Chapters 9-14 dating is uncertain but some indication is it
was written between 480 and 470BC Scholars find understanding the
interpretation of the writing of Zechariah difficult but agree his prophecy, visions
and oracles to be the most messianic of the minor prophets. Keeping this in mind,
our study will be brief and not try to interpret the apocalyptic prophecy of the
book but, as is Revelation's message, accept the fact God is in control and His will
shall be accomplished. We might divide Zechariah into four sections. Instruction-
chapter 1:1-6; judgment-1:7-8:17; hope-8:18-10:12; the coming kingdom-

chapters 11-14.

1.Why was the Lord angry with "your fathers"?

2.What was the message of the vision of the horses among the myrtle trees? 1:11

3.What did the four horns represent? 1:19

4.What did the four craftsmen represent? 1:21

5.What was the meaning of the man with the measuring line? 2:2 Did he measure

the city? Why not? 2:5

6.After Joshua was "cleansed" in 2:4,5 what would keep him "clean"? 2:7

7.Messianic prophecy. Explain 2:8-10

8.What did the golden lampstand with the bowl represent?4:6

9.What did the seven lamps represent? 4:10 What conclusion can we make from
this passage?

10.Thought. What do the two anointed ones in verse 4:14 standing by the Lord

represent?
13



l1.What does the flying scroll represent? 5:3,4 (Heb.4:12)

12.What do the four chariots represent? 6:5 ( Matt.24:31, Rev.7:1)

13.Messianic prophecy. Explain 6:12,13

14.Does God expect any less of us than those being addressed in Zechariah?7:4-

10

15.What is the outcome for those who will not hear God? 7:13

16.What is said God wants the people to do in 8:16? Does not want them to do in
8:17?

16. Messianic prophecy. Where is 9:9 fulfilled?

17.Messianic prophecy.V 11:11-13 Where is this fulfilled?

18.Messianic prophecy. V12:10 Where is it fulfilled?

19.Messianic prophecy. V13:1 Where is it fulfilled?

20.Messianic prophecy. V13:7 Where is it fulfilled?

21.ln chapter 14:5-8, these verses are similar to N.T. passages. Show the

comparison.

Earthquake in the days of Uzziah-Matt.28:51-

Holy Ones will come with God-Matt.28:52-

There will be no light-Matt. 28:45-

At evening there was Iight-Matt.28:45

living waters-Jn.7:38-
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MALACHI

( My Messenger)

Will a Man Rob God

Malachi writes at a time when the priest of Judah had failed to fear the Lord and

serve the people. Although the exact dating can't be deduced from the text,
indications are a time post Haggai and Zechariah when the people's zeal for the
Lord had waned. Social and religious problems reflect the portrayal in Ezra 9 and
10 and Nehemiah 5 and 13, suggesting dates between 460 and 4358C. From
Malachi we can learn the value of sincere worship, crime of divorce, how some
would rob God and the coming of the one who would prepare the way of the
Lord. This will be the last recorded revelation from God to man until the coming
of Jesus Christ. Much of Malachi's writing is what is known as didactic-dialectic.

He will make a charge or accusation, answer as if one raises an objection and then
refutes in detail the objection with the facts in the original accusation.

1.How did God answer that He loved Israel? 1:2,3

2.What would always be the outcome for Edom? 1:3,4

3.How had the priest despised God? 1:6-14

4.Who would honor God appropriately? 1:11

5.God condemns the priest in 2:1-9. What instruction should we apply to
ourselves as Christians from these verses?

6.What principle is shown in 2:10?

7.How does God REALLYfeel about marriage and divorce? 2:13-16

8.Messianic prophecy. Where is verse 3:1 fulfilled?

9.Can you find similar language to 3:2,3 in the N.T.?

15



10.What will be the result for those who turn from sin and repent? 3:5-7

11.God charges those who fail to tithe according to the Mosaic Law of robbing
Him. V3:8. What resulted from this? 3:9

In 3:6, God says He does not change. How should we let these statements affect
us when it comes to our giving? 2Cor. 9:6,7; 1Cor.16:2; Acts 5:1-11

12.How relevant is 3:13-15 today in America?

13.Who will belong to God? 3:16-18

14.What day is spoken of in 4:1-3?

1S.What day is spoken of in 4:5,6?
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.~~ 1053 - 933 B.C. I

.. " • Three kings reigned - Each for 40 years I~.l ·King Saul Reigned 1053 -1013 B.C .
. ' . _, • King David Reigned 1013 - 973 B.C. .'

.~.~. =-===~~.~=~~eig~::~2:~33 B.C.
~~.~

(Israel) 931 - 722 B.C .
• 10 tribes
• Capital was Samaria
• 19 kings reigned

• None were considered good in God's sight
• All worshipped idols
• 8 kings were either assassinated or committed
suicide
• Lasted 210 years. 135 years less than the

Southern kingdom
• Conquered by Assyria in 734-721 B.C.

931 - 722 B.C.

(Judah) 931 - 586 B.C.
• 2 tribes: Benjamin * Judah
• Capital was Jerusalem
iii 20 kings reigned

• At least 7 were considered good in God's sight
• Lasted 135 years longer than the Northern Kingdom
• Conquered by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.
• 70 year period of Babylonian captivity
• Persia overthrew Babylon in 536 B.C.
• 3 periods of return from Babylon to Jerusalem:

• 1st return in 538 or 537 B.C. - led by
Zerubbabel- Temple was rebuilt

• 2nd return in 458 B.C. -led by Ezra -
The law was restored

• 3rd return in 44 B.C. - led by Nehemiah -
The walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt

barnes' Bible Charts



A Historical Timeline of the Bible

Old Testament Prophets

It is necessary for an accurate understanding of the Old Testament and its chronology to
have an idea of how the Old Testament prophets fit into the picture. The following chart
provides an idea of the time periods for the Old Testament prophets:

A Chronology of the Old Testament Prophets

I
· Prophets to Israel I Prophets to Judah 'I Prophets to Foreign

I Nations
I •Amos ca. I. Joel ca. 835-796 • Obadiah ca.I 763-755 B.C. B.C. 850-840 B.C. (to
II • Hosea ca. • Isaiah ca. 739-680 Edom )
I 755-710 B.C. I B.C. • Jonah ca. 775 B.C.
i (began ministry I • Micah ca. I (to Ninevah)

I
in Israel, but I 735-710 B.C. I • Nahum ca.
later in Judah) I I 650-630 B.C. (to

II j I Nineveh)
i II I • Zephaniah I

, I 635-625 B.C. I
I ! • Jeremiah 627-570\

,B.e. II • Habakkuk
620-605 B.C.

• Danie1605-536
B.C.

• Ezekiel 593-570
B.C.

ASSYRIAN
PERIOD

BABYLONIAN I
PERIOD

I

I I I
I ! I, J

I PERSIAN I I
i PERIOD I
I . I
! I I.. _L_ .. _~ __ ._.J _.._.._ .._.._ _ _..L..__.__.__.._ _~ .._ _.

• Haggai 520-505
B.C.

• Zechariah
520-470 B.C.

• Malachi 437-417
B.C.

J L__ .. ._

I I
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Places of the Propfids
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